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Adult and Paediatric Anti-TNF policies for Severe Refractory
Uveitis not approved for NHS England specialised commissioning

The Royal College of Ophthalmology (RCOphth) and the Clinical Reference Group for specialised
ophthalmology services (CRG) regret havingto report thatthe Adult and PaediatricAnti -TNF
policies for Severe Refractory Uveitis have not been approved for specialised commissioning.
Followingthisannouncement we have met with NHS England to stress how detrimental this
decision will be to patients. Although we could not reverse the decision, it has been agreed that
we will set up working groups to resubmit clinical evidence from the VISUAL and SYCAMORE
randomised control trials.

If this evidence is accepted then revised policies could then be approved in this financial year
(2015-16). However, the impact of the current policies not being approved is that no further
patients can be started on Infliximab and Adalimimab. Those patients already on treatment can
have their treatment continued. This only applies to patients in England. Patientsin Scotland will
continueto be ableto have treatment and patientsin Wales can apply for exceptional funding.

The Individual Funding Request (IFR) route is still available for patients who are significantly
different from other patients with Severe Refractory Uveitis, and therefore fall outside the group
of patients on which NHS England has already made their commissioning decision. An example of
thiswould be a patient who has a major non-uveiticco-morbidity. Blinding disease alone will not
make a patient eligible foran IFR.

Itis importantto highlight that NHS England’s commissioning decision only applies to anti-TNF
treatments for Severe Refractory Uveitis. It does not apply to Ozurdex or other biologics such as
Tocilizimab, Abatacept, Anakinra and Rituximab for the treatment of uveitis, and it also does not
applyto applicationsforanti-TNF treatmentsin non-uveiticophthalmicinflammatory diseases
such as scleritis. For all these other treatments and indications the usual IFR and clinically critically
urgent (CCU) processes remain open. We have asked NHS England to send a statement to the
Local Area Team Commissioners to clarify this point.
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RCOphth and CRG would encourage clinicians to write in to provide information on:
1. When IFRs are declined for any intervention in a patient with uveitis or scleritis,and the
stated reason for not funding
2. Where clinicians feel that patients have come to harm and lost vision either because an IFR
has been declined or as a result of the policy decision not to fund anti-TNF treatments

Please write to Bernie Chang, Chair - Professionals Standard Committee at the College at
Beth.barnes@rcophth.ac.uk.

From a CRG perspective we will continue to work to get the policies approved and would welcome
support from colleagues and patients. For furtherinformation you can also contact
Alison.Davis@moorfields.nhs.uk.

Alison Davis (CRG Chair) Carrie MacEwen, President RCOphth
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About The Royal College of Ophthalmologists

The Royal College of Ophthalmologists (RCOphth)isthe only professional body for eye doctors,
who are medically qualified and have undergone or are undergoing specialist trainingin the
treatment and management of eye disease, including surgery. As an independent charity, we pride
ourselves on providingimpartialand clinically based evidence, putting patient care and safety at
the heart of everything we do. Ophthalmologists are at the forefront of eye health services
because of their extensive trainingand experience.

RCOphth received its Royal Charterin 1988 and has over 3,500 members in the UK and overseas.
We are not a regulatory body, but we work collaboratively with government, health departments,
charity and eye health organisationsto recommend and supportimprovementsin the co-
ordinationand management of eye care both nationally and regionally.

www.rcophth.ac.uk

For all press enquiries, please contact:
Liz Price, Communications Manager, The Royal College of Ophthalmologists

Liz.price@rcophth.ac.uk Mobile: 07787 427720 Direct Dial: 020 3770 5327



mailto:beth.barnes@rcophth.ac.uk
mailto:Alison.Davis@moorfields.nhs.uk
http://www.rcophth.ac.uk/
mailto:Liz.price@rcophth.ac.uk

